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Background: 
 
DOTS Expansion Working Group (DEWG) and World Health Organization (WHO) invited 
Federal Secretary Health and National Programme Manager, NTP to participate in the 
International Union Against TB and Lung Diseases (IUATLD) Conference. The conference was 

held in Paris, France between 16-20 October at Palais de Congrès hotel. 
 
Other participants from the National, Provincial TB Programmes and representatives from 
organizations working on TB in Pakistan also attended the conference and meetings held with 
international stakeholders and technical experts. 
 
The National Programme Manager with key NTP staff had to attend the important DEWG 
meeting, however, the meeting was not attended due to delay in the issuance of visas.  

 
The objective of the trip was to: 
 

1) Advocate international community for enhanced response to PPM interventions and 
conduct a ñMeet Friends of NTP Pakistanò meeting and lobby for Public Private 
Partnership 

 
Plan: 
A number of meetings were planned including one to one meetings with representatives of 
International Union, The Netherlands TB Foundation (KNCV), TB CAP, WHO and other 
international stakeholders. Please refer to Annex C. 

 
Meet Friends of NTP Pakistan: 
 
The Secretary Health Pakistan, Mr. Suleman Ghani led a delegation of Ministry of Health. The 
delegation comprised of Dr. Noor Ahmad Baloch, Manager, National TB Control Programme, 
Director General Health Punjab, Managers Sind Provincial TB Control Programme, Dr. Ejaz 
Qadeer, Research Coordinator WHO seconded in NTP and Dr. Muhammad Tariq, Technical 
Advisor, Advocacy, Communication & Social Mobilization with Global Fund, NTP. 
  
The delegate participated in the 39th IUATLD 
(International Union Against Tuberculosis and 
Lung Diseases) Conference and highlighted 
Pakistanôs achievement in TB control. IUATLD 
Conference is the largest annual gathering of 
Professionals, Researchers, Policy makers, 
donors, bi and multinational donors and 
different International NGOs working on 
TB/HIV/LUNG Health. 
  
Mr. Suleman Ghani attended the Opening 
ceremony on 16th October and attended a 
session on Health System Strengthening. He 
informed about progress in Pakistan and 
Initiative of Health Sector reforms and plan and investment of government of Pakistan. He 



informed that Pakistan is committed to improve access to quality of health care in the form of 
both political and financial commitments and there is no space for complacency. 
 
Mr. Ghani met Dr. Neils Billo, Executive Director, UNION, Dr. Don Enarson, Professor Emeritus, 
Dr. Zuhair Halaj, Special Advisor to WHO and Dr. Akihiro Seita, Regional Advisor, WHO/EMRO   
and expressed the full commitment of Pakistan and discussed different arrears of mutual 
interest for the National TB Control 
Programme, Pakistan.  
National TB Control Program hosted a 
meeting called ñMeet The Friends of NTP 
Pakistanò The meeting was chaired by 
Secretary Health and was attended by 
International Union, WHO, GFATM, USAID, 
DFID, WHO, JICA, GLRA, GTZ, Mission 
Head COMDIS, Population Services 
International, Stop TB Partnership member 
states, scientists, researchers and media 
representatives. 
 
The meeting started with welcome remarks 
and presentation by the National Manager, 
Dr. Noor Ahmad Baloch; that provided a 
comprehensive overview of Programmeôs concerted efforts for improving the quality of life of the 
people living with TB. Components like DOTS expansion, Public Private Partnership, Advocacy, 
Communication and Social Mobilization, TB/HIV Co-infection, Multi Drug Resistance TB, 
Childhood TB. The scope of work that is supporting more than 5,000 TB diagnostic and 
treatment centers provided treatment to more than 800,000 patients since 2001.  
 
The achievements of Pakistan in TB was acknowledged by the World TB community including 
WHO and Union, however, no room for complacency said the Secretary Health, Pakistan. 
 
Mr. Ghani said that 22% of Pakistani people are going to the public health facilities, however the 
remaining needs to be tapped through a meaningful public private partnership and 
strengthening health systems. Such partnership is the ONLY answer to a sustainable solution to 
TB services in Pakistan. Secretary Health, acknowledged the support of international 
organizations and presented shields to friends of NTP Pakistan at the end of session. 
 

Meeting with International Union ï Dr. Neils Billo: 
As planned, Mr. Ghani met Mr. Neils Billo of International Union on 17th October 2008. 
Secretary Health emphasized the need that Pakistan should accelerate efforts of community 
mobilization and bring clients to health establishments for TB diagnostic and treatment services. 
He said that innovative models using local community leaders for advocacy and sensitization 
should be developed in addition to technical assistance on Childhood TB and strengthening of 
Laboratory components. Mr. Billo assured that Union will extend all possible assistance for 
developing human capacity in the Laboratory, Community Participation and Multi drug 
resistance and childhood TB. The International Union appreciated achievements of TB Control 
Program by achieving Targets set by WHO in a sort time. NTP Pakistan is following up with 
Union in developing a course module for Pakistan to develop a critical mass of master trainers. 



 
Meeting with KNCV: 
Mr. Ghani also met the delegate of KNCV headed by Mr. Peter Gondrie and discussed the 
mechanism and operational modalities of USAID grant of 3.9 Million dollar from September 
2008. KNCV a Dutch organization working on TB for 100 years and provides technical 
assistance to more than 20 countries globally. 
 
The cooperation to the TB Control Programme will be extended through the TB-CAP, a 
multilateral mechanism to support TB Control Program in Pakistan. The KNCV presented their 
plan for Pakistan and appreciated the efforts made by the Government of Pakistan.  Secretary 
welcomed the KNCV and assured assistance and providing office at NTP premises. 

 
Meeting on Prevalence Survey: 
Delegate also convened a meeting on Prevalence Survey to estimate the prevalence of 
tuberculosis in the country planned during the year 2009-10.The meeting was held to discuss 
the preliminary preparations. It was agreed that first draft of protocols will be finalized by 
December 2008. It was also decided that NTP will coordinate with AKHU for ethical clearance of 
protocols. The detail work plan and TORs will be prepared in joint meeting between WHO, 
KNCV and NTP. The specification for X-rays and other equipments will be prepared by JATA 
and will be discussed. AKUH laboratory will provided technical support for DST. It was also 
agreed that National Programme Research Unit will lead the process of implementation of the 
project and NPM will be the Principal Investigator. 
 
NTP Pakistan Stall with WHO EMRO and Afghanistan: 
NTP, Pakistan took the opportunity and organized a stall at the IUATLD Conference to promote 
and disseminate publications developed by the TB Programme. International Advocacy Kit, 
PPM Situation Assessment, National ACSM Strategy and M&E Guidelines were also 
distributed. A banner was used to display all publications. Collar pin a promotional item was also 
distributed among the conference participants. A total of 100 units each item were distributed. 
 
Meeting with COMDIS: 
On 18th October 2008, NTP had a meeting with the COMDIS representative based in Leads 
University. Following were the salient features of the meeting to improve coordination between 
NTP and COMDIS: 
 

¶ A core group consisting of 8-9 individuals from NTP, ASD and private sector will 
be established to oversee all development proposals for Pakistan. 

 

¶ The proposals for possible support from COMDIS should be designed in view of 
national requirements for ACSM through a consultative process. 

 
Both NTP and COMDIS agreed to follow up on the decisions taken at the Paris Conference 
 
 
NTP Poster Presentation:  
NTP delegate presented the following poster presentations during the conference: 
 



1. Experience of Franchising DOTS services in three Metropolitan Cities of Pakistan:  
Qadeer E,Ahmad N, Tariq M,  Baddar D, Ghaffor A, Khan M 

 
2. Who makes the best treatment supporter for tuberculosis: outcomes from 

implementation of DOTS in Pakistan: Ahmad N, Qadeer E, Walley J, Shah K , Khan A, 
Tariq M 

 
3. Online Electronic R & R System for Surveillance of Laboratory and EQA Data of TB 

Control Programme in Pakistan (www.ntp.gov.pk/nrl/login.php): Chughtai A.A., Tahseen 
S., Baloch N.A., Qadeer E., Sheikh U., Tahir. Z, Tariq. M  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.ntp.gov.pk/nrl/login.php


Annex A: Participants of the Meet Friends of NTP Pakistan 
 

1. Dr. Don Enarson  Professor Emeritus, Former Secretary STOP TB Partnership 

2. Mr. Peter Gonderie  Executive Director, The Netherlands TB Foundation (KNCV) 

3. Dr. Neils Billo   Executive Director, International Union 
4. Dr. Akihiro Seita  Regional Advisor, WHO, EMRO 
5. Dr. Amal Basiri  WHO Focal Person, TDR 
6. Dr. Faizullah Kakar  Deputy Minister Special Projects, Afghanistan 
7. Dr. Clydette Powel  Medical Officer, USAID, Washington 
8. Dr. Khalid Sultan  Global Drug Facility (GDF) 
9. Dr. Mario Raviglione  Secretary Stop TB Partnership  
10. Dr. Mikio Tsukamoto  Country Advisor, JICA  
11. Dr. Thomas Chiang  GLRA 
12. Dr. Uwe Wendel  GTZ 
13. Dr. Zuhair Halaj  Special Advisor to Regional Director, WHO/EMRO 
14. Mr. David Hain  General Manager Hain Life Sciences 
15. Mr. Mukund Uplekar  PPM Focal Person, WHO, Geneva 
16. Mr. Patrick Chiu  BD, Business Director Diagnostic Systems Asia 
17. Mr. Paul M Kelly  Associate Professor and Director The Australian National 

University 
18. Mr. Peter J Graaff  Head of Mission, Representative, Afghanistan 
19. Mr. Victor Laura  Population Services International 
20. Ms. Katja Lumelova  Project Officer, KNCV 
21. Ms. Megan Elliot  Population Services International 
22. Ms. Stefanie Laniel  Communications Officer Bloomberg Global Initiative to Reduce Tobacco Use 

23. Ms. Suraiya Ahmed Butt Commercial Counselor, Embassy of Pakistan, Paris 
24. Professor John Walley  Co Director Communicable Disease Research Programme 
25. Dr. Muhammad Tariq  Technical Advisor, ACSM, NTP 
26. Dr. Ejaz Qadeer  Research Coordinator, WHO/NTP 
27. Mr. Wasiq Khan  WHO, EMRO 
28. Dr. Amman Ansari  National Programme Officer, WHO, PTP, Sindh 
29. Dr. Aslam Chaudhry  DG Health, Punjab 
30. Dr. Asmat Ara   PTP Manager, Sindh 
31. Mr. Suleman Siddiqui  Scientist  
32. Dr. Iqtidaar Hussian  Consultant, Karachi 
33. Mr. Masood Anwar  Press Counselor, Embassy of Pakistan, Paris 
34. Dr. Karam Shah  Deputy Country Representative, Afghanistan 
35. Dr. M. Amir Khan  Chairman, ASD 
36. Dr. Rumina Hasan  Aga Khan University 
37. Dr. Zarfishan Tahir  Provincial Reference Laboratory, PTP, Punjab 
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Annex B: IInnvviittee    

MMeeeett  FFrriieennddss  ooff  PPaakkiissttaann  

EExxppaannddiinngg  PPuubblliicc  PPrriivvaattee  PPaarrttnneerrsshhiipp  
 

Mr. Suleman Ghani, the Secretary Health, Government of Pakistan and National 

Programme Manager cordially invite 

 ____________________________________ 

to meet Friends of Pakistan at Palais de Congrès, Paris, France, on 18th October  

The theme of the meeting is 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Venue: Room # 311 & 312 Palais de Congrès, Paris, France 
Date: 18th October 2008, 12:45 pm to 14:45 pm 
 

1.  
Welcome Remarks and brief 
documentary 

Dr. Akiro Seita, RA Stop 
TB WHO- EMRO 

2.  
Progress and NTP Pakistan ï 
Presentation 

Dr. Noor Ahmad Baloch, 
NPM, MoH, Pakistan 

3.  PPM ï Pakistan Experience 
Dr. Makund Uplekar, 
WHO, Geneva 

4.  Partnersô Remarks 
Bi, Multilateral and 
International NGOs 

5.  
Acknowledgement of Support 
to Pakistan 

NTP, Pakistan 

6.  Concluding Remarks 
Mr. Suleman Ghanni,  
Secretary Health 
Government of Pakistan 

 
RSVP 
Dr. Noor Ahmad Baloch 
National Programme Manager, NTP, Pakistan 
Press Clippings: 



Annex C: Proposed Plan of Meetings 
 

 Meeting Date and Time Activities 

1 DEWG (WHO Dots 
Expansion Working 
Group) 

14/10/2008 
9:00-12:00 

Represent Pakistan to develop Global Consensus 
on Expanding DOTS in Private and Professional 
Institutes 

2 DEWG 
 

15/10/2008 Technical Working group meeting on Child hood 
TB 

3 STOP TB 
PARTNERSHIP 

16/10/2008 Strengthening Health System 

4 DEWG 16/10/2008 Technical Working Group meeting on Private 
Public Mix  

5 DEWG 16/10/2008 Closing Session  

6 Inaugural Session of 
39

th
 IUATLD 

Conference 

17/10/2008 Represent NTP Pakistan 

7 Post Graduate 
Courses 

17/10/2008 Participate in 3 Post Graduate Courses  

8 Workshops 17/10/2008 Participate as facilitator in Workshop on PPM and 
Laboratory 

9 Prevalence Survey 
Meeting 

18/10/2008 To finalize the work plan for prevalence Survey in 
Pakistan with KNCV  

10 Meet the Friends of 
NTP Pakistan 

18/10/2008 
12:45-14:45 

Presentation Advocacy Meeting with DONORS 
and Multi national Partners  Chaired By Secretary 
Health 

11 Poster Presentation 18/10/2008 Poster Presentations on Researches conducted 
by NTP Pakistan 

12 Don Enarson 
 Prof Emeritus  
 

18/10/2008 
 

Official meeting with Secretary Health and Dr 
Noor Ahmad NTP Manager 

13 Mario Raviglione 
Secretary STOP TB  
 

18/10/2008 Official meeting with Secretary Health and Dr 
Noor Ahmad NTP 

14 Poster Presentations  18/10/2008 Poster presentation  

15 Head of USAID 
Mission 

19/10/2008 Official meeting with Secretary Health and Dr 
Noor Ahmad NTP 

16 Head of CIDA mission 19/10/2008 Official meeting with Secretary Health and Dr 
Noor Ahmad NTP 

17 Head of DFID Mission 19/10/2008 Official meeting with Secretary Health and Dr 
Noor Ahmad NTP 

18 Anna Cataldi 
International 
Ambassador for TB 

19/10/2008 I Official meeting with Secretary Health and Dr 
Noor Ahmad NTP 

19 Marcos Espinol 
Executive Director 
WHO head Quarter 
Geneva 

19/10/2008 Official meeting with Secretary Health and Dr 
Noor Ahmad NTP 



  
 
 
 

20 Attend different 
Lectures post 
graduate courses and 
Meet the Panel of 
Experts  

16-20/10- 2008 Capacity Building activities 

20 Poster Presentation 20/10/2008 Presentation of Research conducted by NTP 
Pakistan 

19 Global Fund Ms. 
Malavika Bakhshi Rao 
Fund port folio 
manager 

16-20/10 Official meeting with Secretary Health and Dr 
Noor Ahmad NTP 



 Annex D: Press Clippings 

 
 
 



 
 
  



 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  
 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 



  
 
 
 
 
 


